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Context Setting 
 

illicit trade with regards to smuggling, counterfeiting and piracy are considered as 

one of the world’s fastest growing economic activity adversely impacting trade, 

foreign investment, employment and most importantly, on health and life of the 

consumers. Some of the factors responsible for existence and continuity of 

smuggling and counterfeiting are high profitability, large market size, tax 

arbitrage, easy access to distribution channels, and ease of concealing operations 

coupled with inadequate enforcement. 

 

Over the period of last ten years the magnitude of illicit trade has grown from 

USD 650 billion to about USD 3 trillion. Recent studies also estimate that globally 

the economic value of counterfeiting and piracy could reach $2.3 trillion by 2022. 

As per the report released by OECD in 2019, trade in counterfeit and pirated 

products amounted to as much as USD 509 billion in 2016 representing 3.3% of 

world trade. The report also elucidates that the share of fakes in world trade has 

grown significantly posing a big risk for the knowledge based, open and globalized 

economy.  

 

Illicit trade and transnational organized crime are interlinked. It restricts economic 

growth, individual prosperity, and corporate profitability. Transnational organized 

crime has close links with criminal syndicates, both at national and local levels. 

Organized criminal groups are also seen as playing an increasingly important role 

in these activities, using the profits from counterfeiting and smuggling operations 

to fund their illegal activities. Such links result in trafficking of people and goods; 

and also support international terrorism. This illegal business operation 

represents 10 per cent of the global trade and has rightly been termed as the 

prime criminal activity of the 21st century by the FBI.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                    

FICCI CASCADE 

Committee Against Smuggling and Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy 

 

FICCI has been focusing on the need to curb the problem of growing illicit trade in 

counterfeits, pass offs and smuggled goods, and accordingly has dedicated a 

forum by establishing CASCADE - Committee Against Smuggling and 

Counterfeiting Activities Destroying the Economy. FICCI CASCADE works closely 

with industry, consumers, media, legal experts, consumer organizations and 

government to create awareness on how counterfeiting and smuggling have 

become a serious menace to public health and safety, and why all concerned 

must make a concerted effort to contain this menace. FICCI CASCADE over the 

years has been successful in stirring an active debate on the topic nationally and 

internationally. Various engagement programs and activities organized by 

CASCADE are well attended by industry across sectors, consumer rights activists, 

youth, government officials, the judiciary, police, customs and border 

enforcement officials, and have received wide public appreciation and media 

coverage. FICCI CASCADE also engages with various ministries at the National and 

State level. CASCADE has been working closely with the Ministry of Consumer 

Affairs in their vision to protect the rights and interests of consumers. 

 

FICCI CASCADE not only initiated research to assess the extent of the problem of 

illicit trade but also outlined its impact on the society. CASCADE has till date 

released several publications highlighting the magnitude of the menace and 

proposing reforms to mitigate this challenge. In its report released in 2015, which 

was a first of its kind compilation in seven key sectors in India being automobile 

parts, FMCG personal goods, FMCG packaged goods, tobacco, alcoholic 

beverages, mobile phones and computer hardware, the loss of revenue to the 

industry was estimated to about Rs. 105,381 crs and a loss of revenue to 

government was estimated to about Rs. 39239 crs. Another study report of 

CASCADE published in the year 2016 in respect of 5 top items of smuggling also 

highlighted the large adverse impact of this illegal activity on Indian economy and 

the government’s revenue.  

 

Since its inception in the year 2011, FICCI CASCADE has been relentlessly pursuing 

the campaign against the problem of smuggling and counterfeiting. Over the 

years, statistics presented by CASCADE have indicated that the magnitude of this 

problem which is already grave is further proliferating with the passage of time at 

an accelerated pace. 



 

                                                    

MASCRADE – Movement Against Smuggled and Counterfeit Trade 

 

An integral part of FICCI CASCADE is to conduct multi-stakeholder dialogues 

focused on identifying opportunities for joint action between governments, 

enforcement agencies, international institutions and the private sector to combat 

illicit trade. In furtherance of this mandate, CASCADE has organized 5 editions of 

its flagship international conference MASCRADE – Movement Against Smuggled 

and Counterfeit Trade, with the objective of bringing together and encouraging 

deliberations between the stakeholders on the alarming magnitude of unfair 

trade practices such as counterfeiting, smuggling & piracy, and to spread 

awareness about its adverse socio-economic impact.  Over the years, several 

institutions of international repute such as WIPO, UNODC, OECD, Interpol, WCO, 

UKIPO, USPTO, US Dept. of Homeland Security, who rigorously work on 

addressing such issues in the global arena, have associated with this initiative. The 

conferences over the past 5 years has seen an overwhelming response in terms of 

delegate participation, media coverage and witnessed a host of international and 

national speakers who deliberated on the subject.  Post conference reports and 

recommendations were shared with policy makers at the highest levels.  

Our previous editions include: 

 
� MASCRADE 2018 

Ensuring Brand Security for Sustained Businesses and Employment Generation 

1-2 Nov, 2018, New Delhi 

 

� MASCRADE 2017 

Protect your Brand Globally: Fight Counterfeiting, Smuggling and Piracy 

12-13 Oct, 2017, New Delhi 

 

� Illicit Cross Border Trade in Goods: Impact on Economy and Consumers 

8 Dec, 2016 New Delhi 

 

� International Conference on Illicit Trade – Threat to National Security and 

Economy  

15 Jan, 2016 New Delhi 

 

� International Conference on ‘Trade in Counterfeit, Pirated and Smuggled 

Goods - A Threat to India’s National Security and Economy’ 

  19-20 September, 2013, New Delhi 



 

                                                    

Glimpses of Previous Editions of MASCRADE 

 



 

                                                    

 

 



 

                                                    

 

Containing Counterfeiting, Smuggling and Piracy: A Winning Strategy 

Objective 
 

 The international conference will look at the economic consequences of 

mass counterfeiting, smuggling & piracy and the strategies needed to deter 

this activity.  

 Discussions will contribute to an integrated vision of security and public 

safety, providing an interdisciplinary dialogue which will attract industry, 

law enforcement authorities, major producers of consumer goods, 

consumer associations, legal experts and technology providers. 

 Deepen understanding of “grey markets” for smuggled, counterfeit and 

related pirated commercial goods, to assess their impact, and to promote 

practical recommendations effective, strategies by the public and private 

sectors to dismantle them.  

 Designing a better enforcement ecosystem and to protect the interest of 

brand owners in India 
 

Expected Outcomes 
 

 Policy recommendations on a multi-pronged strategy on enforcement to  

curb counterfeiting, piracy  and smuggling  

 Better communication and coordination between law enforcement, 

administrative agencies and industry. 
 

Learning for Participants 
 

 Knowledge support and learning on the subject of counterfeiting and 

smuggling from global experts 

 Enhanced understanding of the industry and key issues of concern for the 

industry members 

 More cooperation and extended support from stakeholders to curb the 

menace of counterfeiting, smuggling and piracy.  
 



 

                                                    

Target Audience 

 

Over 150 participants from Industry (retailers, distributors and manufacturers) 

across sectors, international institutions, media, consumer rights activists, 

technology providers, consumers, legal experts, enforcement agencies including 

cyber security cell, police and custom officials.  
 

 

Focused sessions on: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

LOOKING BEYOND BORDERS 

Balanced, Holistic and Futuristic Strategies 

ADDRESSING THE CHALLENGES AT HOME 

Balancing Brand Security Strategies and Actionable on Ground Operations 

LESSONS TO LEARN:  Speak your mind to make a difference 
 

                             CASE Studies from Industry 

ATTACKING THE ROOTS OF ORGANISED CRIME 
 

Strategic, Operational and Technical Aspects of Illicit and Counterfeit Trade 
 

                                   CHOKING THE FLOW 
 

Tips and Techniques to Stop Counterfeits from Entering the Virtual 

Marketplace 


